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for permitting this demonstration, he replied that it was out
of the mouths of simple folk like these that God proclaimed
the truth., and that, were they to be silent, the very stones
would cry out that he was the Messiah.

Here   then   were    two    scries    of   apparently   conflicting

prophecies, bearing evidently each on himself; and between

the two he seems to have fluctuated in restless alternation;

now, in his happier moments, and perhaps under the stimulus

of his disciples' hopes, seeming to feel that God would come to

his assistance and bring in the kingdom without the necessity

of  his death;   and  now, in  his  deeper and probably   more

habitual mood, resigning himself to those that seemed clearly

to  foreshadow his suffering and death.     The effect of  this

strain and tension of mind, of this uncertainty as to what amid

these cross-currents of prophecy should next befall him, was a

state of agitation, anxiety, exaltation, and impatience, which

was unknown in his earlier time, when as the simple bringer of

the good tidings he walked calm and serene among the fields

and beneath the skies of his beloved Galilee, not yet having

assumed his high Messianic role.    He became uncertain and

capricious in his moods, stormy gusts of violence and suspicion

alternated with and passed again into his old habitual calm;

the old sweetness, dignity, and serenity intervening as lull and

pause between the conflicting and rapidly alternating fits of

violence, pathos, exaltation, and despair.     The first recorded

outbreak  was  shortly after  he  had entered  the  city, when

going to the  Temple  and   seeing   the  money-changers and

sellers of beasts of sacrifice chaffering and haggling over the gains

which the Temple brought them, and remembering the words

of Isaiah that  God's house was a "house of prayer for all

people,"  and of  Jeremiah   that  they  had  made  it "a  den

of thieves," he forthwith proceeded to violently overturn the

tables of the money-changers and the seats of those engaged in

selling doves, and stopped all those who were to be seen carrying

vessels through the Temple Courts.     All his actions are now